From an Elder Brother

In December 1925 about three thousand Theosophats around the world
gathered at the international headquarters of tltew3ophical Society in Adyar, India, to
celebrate the fifty-year anniversary of the orgatian. The convention was conducted in
an atmosphere of great expectations and receivee sttention from the international
press. After a couple of days of lectures and dpeeby leading Theosophists a message
from a Mahatma or Master of Wisdom was read. It \aéer printed as a supplement to
The Theosophist of January 1926.

The title and full text are reproduced below; thethotes are added comments

A Messageto the Members
of the Theosophical Society

From an Elder Brother (1)
BRETHREN:

Is it now, after all you have heard from the ligs/our great President (2) during
these last few weeks, too much for Us to say, angdu to realise, that the work of the
Theosophical Society, on the threshold of its fivalf-century, is entering upon a period
of service to the world far greater and far nolhem even the already wonderful record
that stands to its credit?

During the first half-century of its existence @&ovciety, first bearing testimony in
a sceptical world to the great realities of theeinlife and to the fundamental truths of
evolution, making these its essential foundatioantwon to its mission of re-sounding
throughout the world the note of Brotherhood, adttBrotherhood which every Great
Teacher and noble soul has proclaimed and practim#gdwhich the world has still to
learn to live.

And if the world has emerged safe from its recemgis (3), if the erstwhile
warring Nations are coming together again in soreasure of growing accord (4), if the
world is safe from the danger of a period of dagsnand may look forward to the near
coming of Him (5) who is the greatest living Thepbist--even though He be not a
member of the Theosophical Society--it is becatlsmks, in no small measure, to the
heroism and example of our four great messengeB&ratherhood to the outer world,
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, Henry Steele Olcott, i&rBesant and Charles Leadbeater
(6), men and women of every creed, of every Natadrgll shades of opinion, are both
earnestly living Brotherhood themselves and araidtting its life in others.

To the Theosophical Society largely belongs thealitref being the bulwark
against the forces of reaction, of narrowness, egastive pride. Relative to the
population of the world you may be few in numbedrst spiritual strength and power
depend not on numbers. Rather do they depend wpomb sincerity. Eager faith in the



truth can move mountains of ignorance and prejudyc®i have believed. You have
lived.

And though you have lived for the most part in witat outer world--the world of
convention and orthodoxy and self-satisfactiond-eall obscurity, (most of you do not
belong to "society," a word which its votaries $peth so large an "S"), in Our world
you are known and honoured as messengers of lightJay. Itis not you who live in
obscurity, but rather those who think themselves ghlt of the earth. Your light is
shining in their darkness, and thus is the darkgessg way to dawn.

At this moment of the dawning, therefore, when faue good cause to rejoice at
the signs of a bounteous harvest, look back uperfifures of the Founders and their
faithful comrades, and offéhem your reverent homage; for it is they who bore lthent
of the ridicule, the opposition, the hatred, thespeution, which all Truth encounters, as
from time to time it emerges from its compassionading to stand forth amidst an
ignorance which so often would destroy all thatahnot understand. They know Our
gratitude. Show now your own by nobly carrying ba work they so gloriously began.

We lend to you again for further inspiration andsevileadership your valiant
President [Annie Besant], Our consecrated reprateatin the outer world, Our
chorused, dearly loved brother. For many yearsngh@emain among you and she will
guide you--if you will--along the pathway We havssen for Our society. You too love
her dearly, and not many centuries ago you mighe liallowed her to death.(7) To-day
you can follow her, not to death, but to the ladifer Follow her, brothers. You can have
no better guide than she, who for lives has livattb serve her fellow-men, who has
suffered heroic martyrdom, who has endured albatheny the world can sometimes in its
frenzies inflict upon those who love it even agaitswill. Be loyal to her, for so are you
loyal to those great ideals which she so magniflgesmbodies.

A second half-century of fine promise lies befooreiyWe say to you: You have
the power to do more in the immediate future thna@her body of men and women has
ever achieved before. We say to you: Within thixtnealf-century you can make
Brotherhood a living reality in the world. You caause the warring classes, castes, and
nations to cease their quarreling, the warringhfaito live once more in brotherhood,
respect and understanding. Make Theosophy a lifance in your lives, and through
your example those class and caste distinctionsshwibr so long have bred hatred and
misery, shall at no distant time come to be butiitons of function in the common
service of the nation-family and of the World-Brethood.(8)

Great alchemists shall you be, if you will, trangmmg ignorance into wisdom,
hatred into active love, suspicion into trust, sapee pride into loyal comradeship.
Great gardeners shall you be, if you will, makingtiee world a garden of fragrant
flowers, freeing the soil from noxious weeds. Grelater brothers shall you be, if you
will, protecting all younger than yourselves, blagsthem with your tender, wise and
strong compassion, giving ever more as those tawwmur compassion is due are more
and more behind you on the pathway of Life. Be wender to little children, yet more
tender still to all who err--knowing little of theisdom; and tenderer still to animals, that
they may pass to their next pathway through the dbtove rather than through that of



hatred. Cherish, too, the flowers and the treesi ¥® all of one blood, one source, one
goal.Know thistruth and liveit.

Support all work and movements in the outer worldol stand for brotherhood.
Consider less what they achieve, and more thesdehich they embody. Do not over-
value results achieved. Recognise generously alitiedt effort, be the result what it
may, whether or not it harmonises with your persmmnions and theories of live.
Appreciate deeply all honest endeavour, be the rappaeffect insignificant or
outstanding. In our Lord’s good time even the shibuds of brotherly striving shall
blossom into marvelous flowers, shedding splendigrance. Concern yourselves with
the motive and with the earnestness. These arsetb@s for your cherishing. Our Lord
will see to the harvesting. Trust in the Law.

Cease to judge a movement, a cause, an opiniathebgxtent to which it appeals
to you, satisfies you, or perhaps antagonises #xamine rather the measure of its
power to be of service to others in need. Activaynmend all sincerity and earnestness,
be the forms these take, according to your owngoeisappraisement, ugly or beautiful,
congenial or jarring. Cease to be the slaves eklind dislikes. Ardently seek Truth and
Light, and learn to follow them at all costs as yiod them. Inspire others to do likewise,
remembering ever that the One Truth and the uraVdight veil themselves in many
different forms--to your eyes often antagonistic--tneet the needs of diverse
temperaments and stages of evolution. Take cartorssek to impose your standards of
life, your convictions, upon others. Help them torgtheir own standards, to reach their
own convictions, be these what they may, providey tstimulate to nobler living. Seek
out good causes. Help those you can usefully semé,send out your sympathy and
goodwill to all. Bestir yourselves, brethren of thight, in the darkness which it is your
task and Ours to dispel. You cannot truly be sttglehthe Divine Wisdom, save as you
are active in the service of the Divine Life. Whéreuble is, where suffering is, where
ignorance is, where quarrel is, where injusticevidere tyranny is, where oppression is,
where cruelty isthere must We find the earnest members of Our sociétysd who
study the truths of Theosophy and practically appém to lead the world from darkness
into Light, from death to Immortality, from théan-real to the Real. Blessed indeed are
such peace-bringers, and they shall see God.

Within the society itself let the Brotherhood fohiweh it stands be real. We have
had enough of divisions which separate. Let theneain only distinctions which enrich.
Respect all who differ from you. Let your Brotheodobe without, that is, above,
distinctions of opinion, as it is already so fingllgove distinctions of race, creed, caste,
sex and colour. As ever, there is only one testf@mbership of Our Society--a
recognition of the truth of the Brotherhood of li€# and an earnest desire to make such
recognition effective.

It matters little, at the stage of most of ymhat are your beliefs, provided
Brotherhood is their chief cornerstone; but it megttmuchhow you believe. No one need
or should leave the Society because he disagrabsothier members, be they who they
may. Differences of opinion should enrich Our Stcgelife. But a member might well
have reason to leave if his membership is maddeiratble by those who disagree with
him. We look to the members generally to guard regiasuch a calamity, especially as



your President and other of Our messengers muset, more often as the years pass,
become Our channels to the world of the commurinat\We hope more constantly to
make. Those who are wise will heed Our messenfatdet none for an instant despise
those who do not hear. Their time to hear may rbtgve come; have they less a place
in our movement because of this? And even if, whih duty to hear, still they hear not,
remember ever that gentleness alone draws meatly trever violence or contempt.

We hope We may not have to withhold Our commuracetiwith you because
some, with misguided zeal, would make them, in mesmus foolishness, a test of what
they may call "good membership" of Our Society. het orthodoxy be set up in Our
society. Good members of Our society, members wiWam at any rate, honour, are all
who strive to live brotherly lives, be their opin®what they may about Ourselves or
about aught else. We do not ask members of theeoas a whole to hold aught in
common save the first great object upon which veeixe them into this outer court of
Our Temple.(9) But holding that object, honour daedsgthat they shall maintain the
Brotherhood they profess to accept by ensuringthers that same freedom of opinion
which they rightly claim for themselves. We welcodiferences of opinion, so be it that
they are held and expressed in a brotherly spuwiirteously, generously, gently, however
firmly. There is room in Our Society for any numhsropinions and beliefs, however
divergent, provided that those who hold them t@satorothers those with whom they
have to disagree, whose opinions they may feeltcained actively to oppose. Have not
our members yet learned the lesson of Kurukshatrajsagree, and when need be, to
fight, lovingly and generously? Let it never bedotten that all life is one, even though
its forms must sometimes seem to clash.

Much more shall we be among you during the comieary, for We ,too, are of
that Universal Brotherhood from which sometimes Vafe sought to be excluded.
Brotherhood does not stop short at humanity aeeiimd, whatever some may think, and
We hope that, as time passes, a place may be foutds in your midst. We are content
to wait your pleasure, for We can serve the worhethier Our existence is recognised or
not. Yet it is, perhaps, not too much to hope thatTheosophical Societ@Qur Society
as well as yours, may some day recognise Us as, fact not merely as plausible and
logical theories.

Some there are among you who know Us well, and whenihave instructed to
testify to their knowledge among you and in theeowtorld, in the hope that more and
more may cast aside the veils which blind themh#orecognition of those who love the
world so well and whose treasure-house will opealttavho bear in their hands the key
of Brotherhood. But We impose Ourselves upon ndim@se who so desire may seek
alone, may tread alone their pathway; though wenkiiat there will come a time when
they will have had enough of loneliness. We do thaaist Ourselves where we are not
wanted. Yet the world needs Us, and We could gianeanore abundantly could We but
gain a wider welcome.

It is the Law that Our Blessed Lord [Maitreya, iMerld Teacher] comes among
you, be His welcome what it may, though even he matyoutstay His welcome. And
only at long intervals, so far, has He been ablebéstow upon you the priceless
benediction of His immediate presence in your m{ti6) We have to wait. So be it. Yet,



if His welcome lasts, perchance grows, He may deely with you, and the doors thus
be flung wide open between Our world and yours, laetsveen other worlds and yours,
that they may become one world, Ourselves resttwedur natural place among Our
younger comrades, and Devas and mankind be onces rtagether in happy
comradeship.(11)

Believe with all your hearts in the triumph of tk®od, the Beautiful and the
True, and verily they shall prevail. Pursue ardenthur ideals and they shall become
realities. Put away all that makes for separatigsnall harsh criticism, all sense of
proud superiority, all unkind judgment, all jealbysll self-righteousness, all ill-will--so
shall you know the peace that passeth understaratidglearn to use the power that
makes for righteousness. Thus shall you conqueKthgdom of heaven which gladly
suffereth violence, and Our Theosophical Societyllstbe the nearer to the
accomplishment of that mission of Brotherhood taclwhNe dedicated it half a century
ago. Step forward bravely to the goal, brotherar @t the obstacles, despair not in face
of temporary defeat. Have confidence in yourselassWe have in every one of you, for
there is not one single member of the society witleolink with Us, or whose help We
do not need. Have we not chosen each one of yaaubeonve need you? You need each
other, and We need you all. Be brave for Truth Bnatherhood, and we shall be with
you throughout the ages.(12)

Annotations

1. Originally published inThe Theosophist 47\4 (January 1926),
supplement, pp. 1-7. The message was read by Géorgalale to

members of the Theosophical Society, gathered gaAdndia, for the

Jubilee Convention of the Theosophical Society fidatember 22 till

27, 1925. According to Gregory Tillett (1982, p.222he message
came almost certainly via Leadbeater. Which Adeet'Elder Brother"

was is not known. The message was read probablyesember 26 or
27, one or two days before Star Day, when the &ivershadowing of
Krishnamurti by the Lord Maitreya took place.

The document is important for several reasons.t Rirss a very
eloquent and inspiring statement of the Theosophicanciple of
brotherhood. For that reason the message is righfflaced by some
Theosophists among other ‘Letters from the Adefdse for example
the back flap of the third edition dhe Mahatma Letters). Secondly, it
expresses not merely Theosophical expectations rdiega the
development of the World Teacher project, but ithe view from a
Master himself. As such the document carries somighw as a tool to
evaluate the outcome of the World Teacher projett Wrishnamurti.
A close comparrison of the Master's expectationshwhe actual
development of the project will contribute to thesjtion that the




project was genuine, but unfortunately unsuccessftle strongest
example would be the contrast between on one sidentpe of the
‘Elder Brother’ to have the doors flung wide opertviieen the different
kingdoms (Adepts, humans and Devas) as a consegjuérnice project
and, on the other side, the reality that Krishnamprobably more than
any other Theosophist, closed these doors quitdlytigts expectations
not fulfilled, the reading of the message, to dffgés transformative
work, should not be clouded by such ponderings.

Annie Besant (1847-1933) was the second Presiddg the

Theosophical Society from 1907 till she made handition in 1933.
She followed Col. Henry Steele Olcott (1832-190Wp, as President-
founder, served in that position from 1875 till 90

Referring to World War | (1914-1918), which wasight between at
one side the Allies England, France and Russiatladther side the
Central Powers Germany and Austria-Hungary. AboQt rillion
soldiers and 13 million civilians died in this uspedented carnage.
From the point of view of its participants and ints$ referring to it as a
‘crisis’ is somewhat of an understatement. From @ahdmic point of
view, taking the laws of karma, reincarnation apditial evolution
into consideration, the war might have been seenaisis, because the
conflict was probably a severe disruption by theeds of darkness of
the Master’s plan for humanity.

This was happening to a considerable extenhguhe autumn of 1925
when the heads of state of France, England, Gernaglgium and

Italy met in Locarno, Switzerland, to discuss thmost-war differences
in an amicable and cooperative spirit. This resulie the Pact of
Locarno, a series of international treaties, whighs "significant

because it marked a break from the atmosphere dtiwwar I, and

former enemies committed themselves to a peacedlityp among

themselves."Encycl. Britt., 14 th ed., s.v. "Locarno, Pact of.")

Referring to the World Teacher Lord Maitreyahovon the 28th of
December, one or two days after this message veals overshadowed
Krishnamurti for the first time.

It is quite remarkable that representativeshaf Brotherhood often
work in married or unmarried pairs. So we havevBtaky and Olcott;
Besant and Leadbeater; Edna and Guy Ballard; Hed@daNicholas
Roerich; and Mark and Elizabeth Prophet.

In a former life Annie Besant was the renaissaphilosopher and
Hermeticist Giordano Bruno, who was burned at ttekes by the
Inquisition in Rome on February 17, 1600, for hésdtic views.




Obviously this fine vision for the future hastiyet become reality. On
the contrary. After the dissolution of the Ordetlod Star in the East by
its head, Krishnamurti, the world went into a cyafevar and violence,
which this earth had not seen before. Since thempthblems of race,
caste, class and gender have not been solved, reteim the most
advanced countries of the west, where certain asbshave been made
though.

The objects of the Theosophical Society ardahewing:

To form a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of humawithout distinction
of race, creed, sex, caste, or color.

To encourage the comparative study of religion, philosoaing,science.

To investigate unexplained laws of nature and the powers iateamanity.

10.

According to C.W. Leadbeater and Geoffrey HodsomdLMaitreya
indeed was present at certain moments during aedaddresses given
by his medium in those days, Krishnamurti. Accogdio Hodson the
overshadowings were only short and of an experiai@hiaracter.

11.

Unfortunately Krishnamurti failed some of his testsd disqualified
himself to be used as Lord Maitreya’s vehicle. ¢ast of retreating into
private life, he went on speaking to the worldjroiag to be a realized
being and denouncing the Masters of Wisdom andTtieosophical
worldview.

12.

Though the Masters apparently still back the Thpbsal Society,
They also have initiated other organizations asncbb for their
wisdom and compassion. Chief amongst them are thei Aoga
Society, the "I AM" movement and The Summit Lighike.




